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IN THE MATTER OF THE SAFEGUARD DUTY FOR
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THE DEFINITIVE GENERAL SAFEGUARD
MEASURE AGAINST THE IMPORTATION OF
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ORDER

On 10 February 2009, the Secretary of DTl issued an Order reducing the amount of
the definitive general safeguard measure on importation of ceramic floor and wall
tiles from various countries to R1.86/kg for the second year of the final extension
period. It was implemented on 14 March 2009, fifteen (15) days after the publication
of the Order on 27 February 2009 in two (2) newspapers of general circulation.

As provided under Rule 15.6 of the IRR of RA 8800, the safeguard duty for the third
(3rd) year of the final extension period will be subject to a review.

On 20 July 2009, DTI requested the domestic industry to submit statistical
data/information on the ceramic floor and wall tiles operations for the period covered
by the review i.e. January 2008 to June 2009. On 11 August 2009 importers,
exporters and other concerned parties were notified and requested to submit their
position papers. Responses were received from the Federation of Philippine
Industries, Inc (FPI), Ceramic Tile Manufacturers’ Association, Euroasia Marble and
Granite, Inc., Citrinum Corporation, Foshan United Co. Ltd., Foshan Newpearl Trade
Co., Ltd., Dyanasty Ceramic Public Company Ltd., Taicera Enterprise Company,
Thai Ceramic Co., Ltd., RC International Corp., Ltd., Philippine Ceramic Products
Importers Association, Inc., Korea Trade Center, Manila, Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office in the Philippines, Ministry of International Trade Industry, Malaysia.

The DTI reviewed the movement in prices for both locally preduced and imported
ceramic floor and wall tiles as well as the import trends from January 2008 to June
2009. Selling price of domestic product in 2008 was higher by 9% than weighted
average landed cost of imports with safeguard duty. However, in the first semester of
2009, seliing price of domestic product is already lower by 8% than the weighted
average landed cost of imports with safeguard duty.

For the period under review, PROC contributed the biggest share to total Philippine
imports at 77% to 79%. Indonesia registered the second highest share at 6% to 8%.
Imports from these countries accounted for more than 80% of total Philippine imports
for the said period.
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